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Bank of Eastern Oregon's new 
branch in Enterprise will feature 
a custom building uniquely made 
for Wallowa County. 

The bank, which expects to be­
gin construction on the $1.5 million 
project this spring, unveiled draw­
ings of its new building Sunday 
during the annual Wallowa Coun­
ty Chamber of Commerce Awards 
Banquet. 

"We are really excited," said 
Gary Propheter, the chiefoperating 
officer of Barik of Eastern Oregon. 
"It's a. beautiful design for that 
mountain setting. We wanted to 
match the local commercial envi­
ronment and look sharp." 

The new 3,500-square-foot build­
ing is on pace to open this fall. The 
branch will employ seven to eight 
people. 

Bank officials came up with a 
floor plan for the new Enterprise 
branch, and then hired architect 
Brian Hawkins of Medford to de­
sign the outside ofthe building. 

Hawkins and Propheter visited 
Wallowa County, looking at other 
buildings to come up with a design 
that complimented the current 
downtown look as well as the 
mountain views. 

"We worked with a couple of 
floor plans first and then came up 
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Bank of Eastern Oregon unveiled plans Sunday for construction of a new branch in Enterprise. 

with two basic concepts for the ex­
ternal design and selected this 
one," Propheter said. 

While many banks incorporate 
similar designs for all of their 
branches, Bank ofEastern Oregon 
prefers to construct buildings 
with unique designs for the com­
munities they serve, Propheter 
said. 

"We are not concerned about 
having the same look at each loca­

tion," Propheter said. "We do that 
with signage." 

The River Street location in En­
terprise will be an example of 
Bank of Eastern Oregon's commit­
ment to Wallowa County, Propheter 
said. 

"We would expect the totals, in­
cluding land, to be about $1.5 
million," he said. "We are here to 
stay. Ifwe wanted to just do a lend­
ing office and not make a long-tenn 

commitment we would have kept 
the location we had. This is a state­
ment ofour long-tenn commitment 
to Wallowa County." 

Bank of Eastern Oregon cele­
brates 65 years in 2010. It has 12 
branches. 

"Rural communities with an ag 
basis has always been our cup of 
tea, our bread and butter," 
Propheter said. "We will continue 
to do that." 


